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An Upto-Dat- e Navy.
United Statos naval offlcors do not

admit that tho monster battloships
planned by Great Britain and Italy
aro necessarily nioro offectlvo than
warships of tho Connecticut-Louisian- a

and tho Michigan-Sout- h Carolinu types.
Now that fuller details havo reachod
horo rogardlng the Cunibertl battle-
ship, with which Italy expects to out-

class tho Dreadnaught, there is less
disposition than ovor to overesti-
mate tho importance of Italy's
move. Tho assumption that the
biggest battleship can whip one
a fow hundred tons smaller leaves out
of account tho mutter of seamanship,
brains, courage, marksmanship, and
rolatlvo elllciency, says Harper's
Wookly. American warships may not
bo as big as tho biggest, but in per-

sonnel and equipment they equal any-

thing afloat. Our newest warships
havo a steaming radius of 5,000 miles,
much greater than that of any other
battloships afloat. This Is a very im-

portant element In tho fighting eff-
iciency of all wur vessels, and one in
which tho largo English and Italian
battleships aro likoly to fall.

The Indifferent Citizen.
Indifforenco is tho blight that af-

fects all efforts for bettor things. Tho
prosperous cltizon Is optimistically
confident that things ure going right
and that any g must bo
only tomporary. So ho lots them go
and is content to think that he, at
loust, has nothing to worry about
Comfortably fixed in the first cabin
with all tho luxuries of modern llfo
about him, he oaros nothing what
other peoplo In tho same ship aro do-

ing whether thoy aro scuttling It, sot-

ting it aflro or preparing a mutiny;
all ho knows or cares about Is that It's
mighty pleasant right whore ho Is and
that's enought. This nogllgenco and
indifforenco clear tho way for those
who do care and who havo solflsh onds
to servo. All tho deals and machina-
tions that mako modorn politics

aro duo, fundamentally, to
tho neglect of tho great majority to bo
alert, says tho Hartford, Conn., Cour-an- t.

It Is nonsonso to say that society
itsolf is rotten. It holds togothor just
because of Its sweet and wholesomo
strength. Tho piratical elemout that
lives on it is toloratcd, not dominant.

Our Coal Supply.
Occasionally fears aro oxprossod

that tho coal supply of tho United
Statos will glvo out. This apprehen-
sion Is entertained becauso this coun-

try, whllo surpassing all othors In pro-

duction, Is also tho greatest coal con-

sumer In tho world. But evory now
and then comos tho announcement of
a now discovery which shows that tho
limit has not yot boon reached. A
vein in Pennsylvania has just boon
found which tho exports say contains
millions on millions of tons of coal,
and they roughly estimate Its value at
$50,000,000 to $75,000,000. It is about
as difficult to convinco peoplo of tho
danger of a comploto exhaustion of tho
coal supply as it is to mako thorn o

In tho reality of an Ico famine

Fredrick Peterson, M. D., President
of tho Now York Nourologlcal Socloty
aud member of tho Now York Lunacy
Commission, says that in tho llfo in
Now York City tho friction is greater
than in any other known existence en-

dured for long poriods of time by large
numbers of peoplo. Each day finds
presented the proof that moro and
moro wo are vorging on tho limits of

human endurance.

Suggestions for ,the New State Constitution
BY W. H. (COIN) HARVEY.

Note All thoBfe who are studying tho
problem of civilization, and they aro
muny, feel an Interest In tjio constitution
to bo enacted by tho new Htato of Okla-
homa. It Is an opportunity to benefit
all mankind, whereby the new stato may
aid In solving tho many questions now
dlstuiblng and vexing tho world.

Wo, tho peoplo of tho stato of Okla-
homa, In tho enactment of a fundament-
al law for tho guidance of ourselves and
posterity, herewith first glvo emphasis to
tho following elementary principles up-
on which wo bollevo a truo civilization
will bo founded:

1. Tho truo purposo of government
fdiould bo tho promotion and develop-
ment or tho human race.

2. Tho welfare of tho Individual Is
best Borvpd by promoting the good or
all.

3. It Is essential to tho advancement
of civilization that tho people should
bo honest, self-relia- Industrious and
home owners, and it should be tho con-
cern of all to piotect and promote the
common welfare, from which the in-
dividual receives the benefits of & civili-
zation.

4. A nation is weak where a ma-
jority are tenants and lacking In

and industry. And on tho other
hand, where a peoplo are home owners.
Industrious and self-relia- they are
stronger Industrially, mentally, morally
and physically.

0. Sellishuess and vanity In tho In-

dividual Is an embarrassment to the
truo advancement of civilization,
prompting the Individual to pluck and
Injure tho common good that ho may
selfishly promote self, and whero tills
spirit Is dominant In a government, and
permitted to grow, it is crystallized Into
laws, becomes the motner of monarchy
and tyranny and tends to the corrup-
tion and overthrow of civilization.

6. Thali form of government Is best
that will hold In check the vanity and
selfishness of a people and at the same
time develop an honest,
self-relia- public spirited and Indus-
trious people, having an earnest desire
for the promotion and advancement of
civilization.

In harmony with tho foregoing prln
clples, wo tho people of the stato of
Oklahoma, adopt tho following constitu-
tion:

ARTICLE I.
Legislative Powers.

Section 1. All legislative power Is
vested In the people of the stato, to bo
asserted through direct vote of tho peo-
plo in tho form and manner hereinafter
provided except those things provided
for in tills constitution, which may bo
altered, changed or repealed, hereafter,
by tho people.

Sec. 2. Tho method of making laws
shall be, first, by petition presented to
tho stato board of directors, hereinafter
provided for, signed by voters In number
as many as live per cent or tho votes
polled nt the last previous election ror
state ofllcers. clearly setting forth the
proposed law In form as It is desired to
bo passed and asking that it bo submitted
to tho people. It shall bo tho duty of tho
stato board of directors on tho llrst Mon-
day In October of each year by procla-
mation to publish, separately stated, all
laws thus asked for. to bo voted on
tho first Tuesday In March thereafter;
and each proposed law that shall

a majority of the votes cast shall
become a law

Sec. 3. Each proposed law shall havo
Its object plainly sot forth In Its title
and all signatures to tho petition or pe-

titions therefor shall be personally ac-
knowledged before an officer authorized
to take acknowledgments to deeds.

ARTICLE II.
Executive Department.

Section 1. Tho detail of carrying out
tho policy of tho people Is executive and
Is vested In a state board of directors
and such other executive bodies as may
bo hereinafter provided for. Tho stato
board of directors shall consist or a gov-

ernor, a secretary of state, a state audi-
tor, a state treasurer and n stato super-
intendent of schools, who shall bo elect-
ed everv two years, beginning with tho
year 1007 on the llrst Tuesday In March
and Installed In office on tho second
Tuesday In May following. Except that
for tho year 11107 said olcctlon of stato
officers shall bo held

Sec. 2. It shall bo the duty of tho
state board of directors to supervise and
direct nil business of the stato; to sub-
mit to the peoplo for their npproval or
disapproval all proposed laws properlv
petitioned for. and to carry out tho will
of tho peoplo

Sec. 3. Tho first stato hoard of direc-
tors will adopt by-la- to govern them
nnd tholr successors In offlco, in their
proceedings, wherein a majority will rule;
nnd wherein the duties and responsibili-
ties of each will be defined ; but any part
of said by-la- may be amended, al-

tered or repealed by said board or its
successors in offlco at any tlmo by a ma-
jority voto upon 10 days' notice to each
member.

Sec. 4. The nttorney general and all
other stato officers, not herein provided
for. shall bu appointed by the state board
of directors and removed by them at
will. And It shall bo lawful for the stato
board of directors in Its by-la- to con-

fer this power on tho governor.

A Code of Lows.
Section 1. It shnll be tho duty of tho

Btato board of directors to appoint a com-

mission of five men to bo known as the
"Codo Commission to compllo a Codo or

Wl
civil and criminal procedure, and uald
Si? )OUrd of directors may removed and
nil vacancies in said commission at Its
pleasure.

Sees. 2, 3, and 4 provide for powers of
Codo Commission and practically coversgo under this artlclo will naturally sug-gest Itself,
all subjects round In a stato codo or laws.

bee. fi. Said Code Commission first ap-
pointed shall Immediately cntor upon Its
duties and as soon s practicable shallcomplete and publish said Code or laws.
And It shall publish first In said Code of
lawo this constitution, secondly the by-
laws or tho stato board or directorsthirdly the by-la- or manual It shalladopt to govern Its own proceedings,
faald Codo Commission and Its succes-sors shall meet as often nnd remain In
session as long as Its duties and public
business Justify. It shall glvo public
hearings under reasonable regulations. Itshall publish annually all changes made
In the Code of laws and as often as itdeems proper It shall publish a revisededition of the Code of laws.

ARTICLE IV.
The Judiciary.

Section 1. The Judiciary of the stateshall consist or one supreme court; cir-
cuit courts, county courts with probate
Jurisdiction, nnd Justices or the peace.
I he Codo Commission will also provideror such municipal courts as it may
deem advisable. It may also in suchcounties as seem to be proper provide
for a separote chancery court and a sep-
arate probate court.

Sec. 2. All Judges and Justices of thepeaco shall be elected bv the people.
Note Tho remainder or what should

ARTICLE V.
Public Schools.

Section 1. Intelligence and virtue beingsafeguards of liberty and the bulwarkor a free and good government, the state
shall ever maintain a genernl. suitableand efficient system or rree schools,
whereby nil persons In the stato between
tho ages or 8 and 21 years may receivegratuitous Instruction.

Sec. 2. Prejudice, vanity, selfishness
and Ignoi.incc are the frultrul causes or
dissension, corruption and rallure in gov-
ernment. To eliminate these evils nndcreato a broad minded, seir respecting,public spirited nnd honest citizenship Isan educational question, most Importantto all branches or government.

Sec. 3. Education, such as commonly
imparted in schools, equips with power
those or evil intentions as well as thoseor good Intentions and to the extent thateducation aids tho former it may workinjury to the state. It is thereroro or-
dained that tho preamble to this consti-
tution bo printed with largo plain type,
rramed and put on the wnll In eachschool house where all the school chil-
dren may dally read tho same. And thostato superintendent of schools shall
cause to bo provided a prim-
er on the subjects in said preamble to
bo used by tho teachers in such way as
may bo found best to Impart Its Instruc-
tion.

Sec. 4. The public schools shall con-
sist of as many schools and school build-
ings in each school district ns the trus-
tees may decide and the funds availablemay provide for and said school build-
ings shnll be substantially built, well ven-
tilated and commodious In character.

Sec. 5. There shall bo located and
built by tho state board of directors two
normal school buildings in which schools
shall bo conducted solely for tho train-ing of teachers, and the preamble to thisconstitution shall in a like manner as In
other schools be publicly exhibited In themain room or said buildings, and thoseprepnrlng themselves for teachers shall
be proficient in tho subject thereof be-
fore being awarded a diploma from said
schools.

Sec. 6. Upon tho Issuance by tho state
board of dfrecors of tho proclamation con-
taining proposed laws to be voted on by
the people, among other mehods of pub-
lishing nnd distributing the same, thostnto superintendent of schools shall Im-
mediately mall a sufficient supply to each
school teacher In the state to be distrib-
uted to tho pupils to bo taken home by
them to heir parents.

Sec. 7. Each school house shall bo rree
to tho uso or tho citizens or the school
district In which It Is locnted to discuss
all proposed laws submitted to tho peo-
plo Provided, howover. such meetings
shall bo timed so as not to Interrero with
tho regular school session, except, where
desired by the election judges, the school
house may bo used In which to hold
elections. It being the purpose to mako
tho school Iioubo tho corner stono of this
constitution.

ARTICLE VI.
Congressmen.

Tho article provides for tho election ofunited States senators and congressmen
by tho people.

ARTICLE VII.
General Principles.

Section 1. It is tho Intention of thisconstitution to vest In tho peoplo all mat-ters or legislation except
and matters pro rorma, that aro vested Jna Code Commission; and to vest execu-
tive power In a few competent, succcss-ru- lund capable business men or charac-
ter and Integrity who aro expected toconduct tho business of tho stato with thoAbility and success that successrul busi-
ness men conduct private affairs.

Note Under this heading thero shouldbo Inserted many clauses that may bofound In tho constitutions of other states.

ARTICLE VIII.
Amendments New Constitution.- Section 1. All laws voted b tho people

will be amendments to this constitution
and will annul, repeal or amend any
parts hereof In conflict therewith.

Sec. 2. A constitutional convention may
be called at any timo In the usual man-
ner of making laws by tho people, name-
ly: By petitions signed by as many as
fivo per cent of the numbor of voters
voting at tho last preceding state elec-

tion and upon the same being adopted by
a majority of tho voles cast. "Wheteupon
It shnll becomo tho duty of tho stato
board of directors to Issuo a call for such
constitutional convention with a basis
representation, for the election of dele-
gates, as follows: And it shall
fix a dato for tho election of convention
delegates not moro than six months dis-
tant rrom tho election deciding to call
the same; and a date for the conven-
ing of such cmonstltutlonal convention
not more than 90 days arter tho election
or delegates.

Note Tho foregoing suggestion of a
constitution does not attempt lb go Into
all details, but only into so much as Is
new and different from other constitu-
tions. There should bo clauses provid-
ing for indebtedness and many other
things that will suggest themselves. An
article on primary elections should be
Inserted providing for nomination of
candidates, framed to permit tho voters
to glvo first, second and third choice
so as to show a clear majority for ono
candidnto. I havo fixed March Instead or
November, as is usual ror state elections,
because winter is a better time Tor peo-
plo to weigh nnd consider queslons than
summer. It is the season or tho year
when people read and reflect the most,
ir it is claimed that 'inch a constitution
would bo oblectlonablo to tho constitu-
tion of tho United States, it is answered
by article 2. section 10 of amendments
to tho constitution of the United States,
which reads: "The powers not delegat-
ed to the United States by tho constitu-
tion nor prohibited by It to the states,
aro reserved to tho states, respectively,
or to the people."

The constitution here proposed omits
a legislature. Where n. simple democ-
racy is provided ror, a legislature Is not
necessary. Experience teaches that leg-

islatures are objectionable resulting in
too much legislation; m tho election of
nn unbuslness-lik- o body, lacking in
statesmanship: and in corruption nnd
confusion of ideas. The form of govern-
ment here proposed is intended to en-
noble and educate tho people; to place
the execution of their wishes in the
hands or a row whom they can hold
directly responsible, Instead of In the
hnnds of many who can shlf the responsi-
bility ror laches and negligence, one up-

on the other and tho election or a Judi-
ciary, by the people, that will pass upon
their form of government on all ques-
tions ari3lng In tho courts.

TO ESTABLISH PEOPLE'S LOBBY.

MUSKOGEE: In consideration of
tho fact that many largo interests
throughout the country will be repre-

sented by lobbyists at the constitu-
tional convention which meets at
Guthrie November 20, thero is strong
sentiment here which is expected to
result in a "people's lobby," to keep
tab on the corporation Interests dur-

ing the convention. This "lobby" will
be composed of representatives of tho
people, who will look after their in-

terests, watching carefully the moves
of the men who are working for largo
interests. The work of each of the
delegates, his backing and motive for
measures he supports, will be among
tho things heeded by tho "people's
lobby."

Lobbyists and grafters are assem-
bling in Guthrie ready to protect tho
interests which pay them good money
for their work, it is said that it will
bo especially so during the constitu-
tional convention. Thero aro many
reasons given in support of this
statement. Should the now stato
adopt a reform method against tho
corporations, other'states will seek to
follow the precedent established and
demand similar laws. This gives the
corporations unusual interest In the
movements of the law makers of tho
new state, and it is qulto probable
that It will bo a fight to the finish.
The Standard Oil company, tho book
tiust, and the railroads aro already
charged with "feeling" the delegates
and attempting to influence them into
tho corporation way of thinking.
Whllo the time for conferring with tho
delegates Individually has been too
brief for any material action, it is
safe to assume that tho representa-
tives of these three trusts will be on
the ground, and aro already fairly ac-

quainted with the situation.' Tho
Standard Oil can see fields of oil in
tho now state, which aro well worth
investigation; there are at present
0,000 miles of railroad in operation;
and the book trusts are wanting to
furnish text books for tho schools of
Oklahoma.


